 “The mission of the MDA is to work toward a diverse agricultural industry that is profitable and environmentally sound…”  MDA Biennial Budget 2004-05
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Proposed cuts, within the State Department of Agriculture (MDA) budget, directly affect sustainable and organic farms in Minnesota. Cuts totaling approximately $1 million almost eliminate our state’s commitment to sustainable and organic farms. 

Organic agriculture is one of the fastest growing sectors in the agriculture economy. Sustainable practices are being adopted by farmers throughout the state to create profitable farms that protect the environment.  Farm entrepreneurs are creating new markets for greater profits. Cuts such as those proposed will impact farm families and rural economies, as well as the choices available to urban consumers.  Ultimately, clean water, healthy soil and safe food is good for all Minnesotans.  The programs listed below – all greatly reduced or zeroed out - are leading in this effort.

· Farmers looking for new entrepreneurial and sustainable assistance have few places to go.  They are depending on MDA and the U of MN, especially on the Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture Information Exchange, to provide this help.  MDA Sustainable Ag budget for MISA information exchange eliminated permanently – total cut $200K for the biennium.
· Demonstration grants that support integrated pest management and non-point source pollution prevention not only impact the farmers receiving the grants, but also those who learn from their efforts.  The public demand for the MDA’s Greenbook on the grant results has increased steadily since 1994. Cut by 62%, $260,000 for the biennium.

· At a time when dairy farms are disappearing, the Dairy Development and Profitability and Enhancement Program provides information that is critical to their survival. SFA of MN partners with Regional Teams as part of the Minnesota Dairy Initiative (Dairy Profit Teams). SFA is state-wide as the six teams have a Regional focus.  SFA is assigned to work with 40 farms with about half of the funds that go to a regional team working with the same number of farms.  SFA has a mailing list of more than 200 dairy farmers and an e-mail list for announcements to dairy farms and farm service providers. Dairy Development Cut by $400,000 this biennium. 

· For many farmers – many of them small - “value added” and creating a co-op has been the key to survival at a price that keeps them going.  The Value Added Livestock Co-op program has been zeroed out permanently – total cost $160,000 each biennium.

TOTAL SUPPORT NEEDED: $1,020,000

It is important to continue adequate funding for the programs mentioned above at existing levels for FY 2004-05.  Organic and sustainable agriculture create a critical and positive path to profitable farms that protect the environment.
